PROSPECTUS 
 - A NEW MISCELLANY, 
To be publiſhed on the ſt Day of February, 1800, 
(pn102/ EIGHTEEN: PENCE) | 
And 1 Yeti Month, 
| | 155 ENTITLED | 
TE BRITISH MAGAZINE, 


Original Communications in Hisrox v, Pr1LosoPny, BetLEs 
LerTREs, PoLiTics; the Arts, Sciexces, AMUSEMENTS, 
&c. In addition to which will be given an ample and intereſt- 
ing Detail of PuBL1c EvenTs, Provincial OccuRRENCES, 
and other Subjects of . „ 


GENERAL IMPORTANCE. 


— — — — Ow 


THE acknowledged utility of periodical compilations, and the 
long- tried and extenſive patronage they have received, render it 
unneceſſary to expatiate on thoſe general topics which combine to 
recommend an undertaking of this nature; nor will much advan- 

accrue from an enumeration of thoſe defe&s in the executiog 
of other works of this deſcription, which firſt ſuggeſted the pro- | | 
priety of attempting a new one. ; 8 


lt is not enough that a plan of extenſive uſefulneſs ſhould be ex- | 
hibited ; nor that the authors of a new work ſhould feel an ardour 
for the inſtruction of mankind, and a wiſh for the approbation of | 
good men. It is not enough that they have the ſpirit to contend 
with competitors already eſtabliſhed in the general favour. Much 

more than this will with juſtice be expected. They muſt ſupport 

their claims to real improvement; they muſt diſplay a ſuperi- 

ority of means, of intelligence, and of activity, or they will ine vi- 1 
tably experience the ſevere mortification of neglect. | 
T. Daviſn, Printer, Lombard. ffreet, 1 
ap Fhet-flreen, ; 1 
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The gentlemen who are united for the execution of this work 
would gladly have avoided the taſk of making profeſſions, or of 
exciting the curioſity and attention of the public by a diſplay of 
their intentions. They well know that profeſſion cannot atone for 


the want of ability; and that, where talent is found in the execu- | 


tion of a taſk, patronage is never long withheld : but as they can- 
not addreſs the world without ſame anticipation, it would be an 
unjuſtifiable and unavailing ſelf-denial to ſhrink from the avowal 
of ſentiments and intentions; by a ſtedfaſt adherence-to which, they 
can alone flatter themſelves with the hope of an extenſive and 
honourable ſupport. | 


In the preſent criſis, when every action and every motive is ſup- 
poted to be modified by the impulſe of political opinion, a profeſſion 
of indifference would, if believed, obtain no more honour than be- 
longs to ſtupid apathy, and, if diſbelieved, would be juſtly open 
to a ſuſpicion of . verſatility, or of inſidious diſloyalty. 

The conductors of this work make their political profefſion in 
few words: © born amd etlucated in this country, they glory in the 
name of Britons!“ Attached to the invaluable conſtitution which 
we poſſeſs as the beſt giſt of our anceſtors, they are zealous tv 
maintain it in all its purity, both in church and tate. 


The oppoſers of principles, not of individuals, they will never 
deſcend to thoſe perſonalities which fatigne without inſtructing, 
and are only peruſed with pleaſure by thoſe who are ſoothed by a 
contemplation of the uneafineſs which invective can impart, and 
who, while their malignant propenſities are thus gratified, remain 
_— indifferent to the principles which are propagated or de- 

royed. E 6 


The conductors of The Britiſh Magazine do not wiſh to 
enter into conteſts with individuals, or with 1eQs, eſpecially where 
intereſt, paſſion, or prejudice alone, form the baſis of the diſpute, 
but their pages will be ever open to thoſe fair and manly conteiis 
which afford room for the improvement of morals and of virtue, 
while they diſplay the moſt intereſting efforts of eloquence ; thoſe 
di ſcords from which the pureſt harmony reſults; thoſe colliſions ot 
* from which are elicited the brighteſt ſparks of genius and 

jence. | 
The general defign of tha work is to favour the diffuſion of know. 
ledge, expand the beſt feelings of the mind, and impart and confirm 
a love and reſpect for the religion, laws, and political ſyſtem, which 
conſtitute the glory and ſafeguard of Britons. + 

Where improvement could not be ſuggeſted, novelty has not 
been attempted ; and if, in the arrangement of The Britiſi 


Magazine, IUttle effort of invention is diſcerned, it is hoped, that 


in comprehenſiveneſs, extent, and importance of information, 5 
clarms to pre-eminence will be undiſputed. * 

A periodical work naturally reſolves itſelf into two departments 
the one ariſing from correſpondence, and compoſed of miſcellanies; 
the other derived from certain and conſtant ſources of information, 
and, therefore, permanent, ; 
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For the miſcellaneous department the e can boaſt of 
ſuch an aſſociation of talent as never before preſented itſelf in a 
ſimilar undertaking. From the aſſiſtance they have already ſecured, 
they are enabled to promiſe important and intereſting communt- 
cations in each of the following heads; and, from the diſpoſition ot 
the conductors of the work, as well as thoſe who are engaged to 
atliſt its progreſs by their contributions, they pledge themſelves 
that the ſyſtem here preſented for the approbation of the public 
ſhall be invariably purſued, 2 


The Mokats inculcated in The Britiſi Magazine will be in con- 
formity with the political and religious tenets which it is deſigned 
to ſupport. The greateit attention will ever be employed in pre- 
ſerving the pages from the imputation of impurity ; and the con- 
ductors will rely for general patronage on their conſtant efforts to 
promote the practice of virtue. | 


In Pa1Losoeny, the proprietors have made the moſt beneficial 
arrangements to ſecure the communication of every thing im- 
portant and inſtructive: and the intereſts of knowledge will, in 
this, as in every other department, be rendered ſubſervient to, and 
intimately connected with, thoſe of religion and true patriotiſm. 


HisToRY and BioGRayay will occupy a portion of The Briti/h 
Magazine, not in tedious details, but in 3 eſſays, and will 
often be elucidated by the publication of original aud authentic 
letters, from the moſt eminent perſons in every age and country. 


AnTri@vuiTrts, tending to illuſtrate the hiſtory of individuals, to 
impart a knowledge of the manners of paſt ages, or of peculiar local 
cuſtoms, will ever engage attention ; and in this 29 the pro- 
prietors poſſeſs the moſt reſpectable and ample reſources. 


Cgiriersu will find a place in The Brit Magazine, for 
its beſt and moſt noble end that of teaching the reader to judge 
without harſhneſs, to applaud without temerity, and to feel and 
appreciate the charms and merits of compoſition. A hiſtory of 
Literature, both foreign and domeſtic, will be given every month. 


Literary and PHILOSOHIcAL Intelligence, or an account of 
the labours of the learned and ingenious of every claſs, and in 
every country, which are in a ſtate of preparation, will alfo be fur- 
niſhed from ſources highly authentic. This department will alſo 
embrace a review of the Aurs, and of Music, the molt faſcinating 
of the ſciences. 


But although theſe topics will always occupy a conſiderable ſpace, 
a ſufficient portion will be reſerved for thoſe objects, which, as they 
are preſented every day, and occupy a conſiderable ſhare of public 
Utention, cannot be — unworthy of notice in the pages of a 
monthly miſcellany. . EO | 


Among the moſt prominent of theſe the Da ama attracts atteu- 
uon: —on this the manners, the honour, and the patriotiſm of 
nations often depend ; and it will be the care of the proprietors of 
The Britiſh Magazine to review its progreſs with a ſolicitude 
proportioned to its merits, and with a eandour calculated to produce 
improwment, to repreſs impropriety, and to favour honeſt exer- 


* 


tion, both in authors and in actofs. 


4 
The various other amuſements and exhibitions which preſent 
themſelves to the attention of the public will alſo meet with a candid 
inveſtigation : none are too trifling uot to deſerve ſome notice; none 
will be found ſufficiently important to influence partiality. 

PogTRY uſually occupies a ſhare in magazines, and the proprie- 
tors are promiſed no mean contributions; but they candidly avow to 
the public their determination rather to devote the pages reſerved 
for poetry to ſome other object, than fatigue their readers with the 
vapid effuſions of mere mediocrity. 

The permanent department of The Britiſh Magazine is intended 
to contain a copious and inſtructive record of public tranſactions, 
and an entertaining and uſeful memorial of diurnal incident. 
The characteriſtics of this branch will be method, compreflion, and 
fpirit. | 

In every number will be given a hiſtory of the public tranſactions 
of the month, both foreign and domeſtic, together with a ſuceinct 
narrative of the proceedings of the Britiſh parliament. 


A diary will alſo be given of the moſt remarkable occurrences in 
every part of the kingdom, arranged under ſeparate heads, for each 
connty ; and conveying, in the moſt conciſe form, the moſt copious 
intelligence. + 1 

A commercial and agricultural report will be carefully drawn up 
from the correſpondence of gentlemen of ability in various parts of 
the kingdom. | | 

The remaining pages will be devoted to the uſual lifts and notices. 
New books publiſhed in England, or imported from foreign coun- 
tries; births, marriages, deaths, bankrupts, and dividends of their 
effects, the price of the public funds for each day, and a journal of 
the ſtate of the atmoſphere. | | | 

The work will be embelliſhed with well-executed engravings, 
illuſtrative of uſeful and intereſting ſubjects. | 


— —— ————uwCkctrmcce——C——— 


Die near approach of the day of publication (the 1ſt of February, 
t oo) impels the proprietors to requeſt that communications (Poſt paid) 
may be ummediately forwarded to the publiſher, ; 


Mr. KransLkr, Dleet-ſtreet, London. 
+, * Sold by all the bookſellers and news - carriers in Great Britain 
and Ireland. 


London, Dec. 31, 1799. 
mY 
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T. Dari/on, Printer, Lombard-ftreet, Feet: reet. iy 0 \ 


